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  Figure 12.1  	 The Structure of County Government in Texas

the county constitutional court judge on the commissioners court. In fact, the 
commissioners court serves as a legislative body for the county rather than as a 
judicial body. The commissioners court passes ordinances that govern the county, 
determines types and rates of taxes to fund the county government, and passes the 
annual county budget. The commissioners court also serves as a collective executive 
for the county. It administers state and federal funds for local government use, over-
sees the various county departments and agencies, and holds final responsibility for 
the conduct of elections in the county. The county constitutional court judge serves 
as the presiding officer of the commissioners court, certifies elections, and appoints 
temporary replacements when a commissioner resigns. 

The county constitutional court judge also serves as the justice for the county 
court. Thus, the role of the county judge crosses all three branches of government. The 


